Guidance for Social Workers completing Social Work Reports under Assessment of Need (0-5) Disability Act 2005                   
In broad terms the Social Work Role is to assess, to support and to empower the child's family so that they have the understanding, the resources and the initiative to maximise their child's growth and development. 

This is a recognition that each child has his/ her own developmental abilities, functional skills, learning style and type of disability or risk condition. However, young children are part of a family with it's own needs, resources, priorities and concerns. Focusing  on this family  perspective is integral to social work in disability services. While other professionals take into account the impact of family and community influences on their work it is not  their primary focus to integrate individuals (children in the case of early intervention services) with their family and community networks.

The assessment is family focused and involves learning about the family's daily routines, interactions and current issues. This is acomplished through face to face interview with the child's caregivers. This assesment interview is carried out primarily in accordance with the family's agenda and needs. Social workers use a variety of techniques and skills, with an interviewing  style of  open ended questions to elicit information about the family’s ecological framework, their child's strengths, the impact of the child's condition on family members, the family’s concerns about their child and  the resources they have and those they will need.
The assessment report is child and family focused with the aim of providing a holistic picture of the needs, issues and recommendations pertaining to the child and his/her family. The social worker can highlight in a sensitive and non –judgemental way the benefits in drawing on such a holistic overview when planning for the child.
If sensitive information pertaining to the family arises in the course of the assessment, this information should only be included in your assessment report if it helps to highlight unmet family needs which are or have a potential to impact on the child .It is important to remember that your report is likely to be shared among a range of professionals from different backgrounds and also with the family 
It goes without saying that no aspect of your report should be submitted, which has not been shared and understood with the parents of the child. What is and is not included is a matter for individual practitioner’s professional judgement .If child protection issues arise; these should be dealt with primarily under Children’s first guidelines and not addressed under this process alone.
To facilitate completing the form the following examples are provided as guidance, but are by no means exhaustive.
Pen Picture of Child    Include description of the child, the nature of the child’s disability and how it impacts on the child. E g level of support needs 
Significant History of Child and Family

Significant life events are only relevant in so far as they have a potential to impact on the family’s ability to meet the current needs of the child. Some difficult experiences if handled well can build resilience in families and be viewed as a relative strength 
Issues for possible inclusion here might include a history of, for example Addiction, Mental Illness, Post Natal Depression, Bereavement, Domestic Violence, Disability,   Relationships with previous Agencies.

Identification and Evaluation of Current Family stressors

Consider such issues as - single parenthood/ first time parent/parental experience, age of care-giver, attachment issues, poor social supports, level of child’s disability, challenging behaviour, family adjustment to disability, marital problems, family difficulties including financial, health, family member’s own experience of disability, Understanding of diagnosis, sleep deprivation, hospitalisations, other disability in the family .
-Family Priorities

-Consider such areas as;

Health                                                                     Behaviour problems                                                        

Education                                                               Finances

Housing                                                                  Literacy competency

Family and Social relationships                             Transport 

Personal care                                                          Bereavement

Demands of siblings                                               Unemployment  

-Evaluation of Strengths 
 Consider such areas as;

 Child            Level of attachment, sociability, settled well in placement, good                       

                      Childcare. Sleeps well

Family         Family experience of disability, understanding of disability, support

                     Networks, external family, neighbours, friends,

                     Appropriate childcare- available/affordable 

External and Environmental         Organisational/agency supports, community

                       Supports such as Jack and Jill foundation, Home Help, Public Health

                       Nurse, mother and baby group, Disability Support Group.

Family Priorities & Concerns   May differ from those of professional assessors 

-Recommendations   Look to the intervention/supports you would recommend to address the needs of this child and family at this point in time, irrespective of the resources currently available.  For example; social work, counselling, parent support group, parenting course 
Look to the range of respite options such as; home support service, host family, residential respite and care, sitting service.
Identify unmet housing needs 

Look to community links such as support with literacy needs, family support service.
Identify further assessment needs such as psychology.    
Implications of the Recommendations not being met  only include where relevant                     

