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Aims of seminar
This seminar aims to:

Å revisit and examine basic concepts in understanding
addiction and drug use

Å review the issues of mothers/parents who use drugs

Å review issues for the children of drug-using parents

Å separate out issues - child protection and drug use

Å highlight and review just some of the findings of an
increasing body of work focusing on drug use, parenting
and child welfare

Å look at assessmentissues

Å explore some of the implications of these research
findings and examine what messagesthey may offer us in
practice



The issues and dilemmas for drug treatment 
professionals and social workers when working 

with drug -using parents.

Dilemmas documented in the international and Irish
literature and assumed from anecdotal accounts locally
include:

Å challenges with regard to assumptions and attitudes

Å knowledge about drugs and substance use issues

Å engagement with drug-using parents 

Å assessment

Å confidentiality

Å interagency cooperation and 

Å �J�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V���S�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�V���D�Q�G���Y�L�H�Z�V��


