
Drug-using Parents & Their Children: Issues and Dilemmas 

General Reading 
 
* Barber, J.G. (1995), Social Work with Addictions. London: Macmillan.  
Butler, S. (1998), „Mental health social work and addictions in the Republic of 

Ireland, in Campbell J & R Manktelow (eds), Mental Health Social Work in 
Ireland. Aldershot: Aldgate, pp. 133-149 

* Butler, S. (2002), „Addiction Problems, Addiction Services, and Social Work in the 
Republic of Ireland‟, Journal of Social Work Practice in the Addictions, 2. 3/4:  31-
48  

Collins, S. & Keene, J. (2000), Alcohol, Social Work & Community Care. 
Birmingham: Venture Press. 

Edwards, G. (2000), Alcohol : The Ambiguous Molecule.  London: Penguin.  
Galvani, S. & Hughes, N. (2008) „Working with Alcohol and Drug Use: Exploring the 

Knowledge and Attitudes of Social Work Students‟, British Journal of Social Work, 
Advance Access published October 20, 2008, 1-17.  

Skinner, N. Roche, A., Freeman, T. & Addy, D. (2005) „ Responding to alcohol and 
other drug issues: The effect of  role adequacy and role legitimacy on motivation 
and satisfaction‟, Drugs: education, prevention & policy‟, 12, 6, 449 – 463. 

Thombs,  D. (1999), Introduction to Addictive Behaviours (2nd ed.). London: Guilford. 
 
Gender Issues, Women, Motherhood, Fatherhood, Alcohol and Drug Use 
 
Boyd, S. (1999) Mothers and Illicit Drugs: Transcending the Myths. University of 

Toronto  
Farrell, E. (2001) “Women, Children and Drug Use” in Moran, R., Dillon, L., O‟Brien, 

M., Mayock, P. and Farrell, E. with Pike, B., A Collection of Papers on Drug 
Issues in Ireland, Dublin: The Health Research Board, 153–177. 

Klee, H., Jackson, M. & Lewis, S. (2002), Drug Misuse and Motherhood.   Routledge 
McMahon, T. J. & Rounsaville, B. J. (2002) „Substance Abuse and fathering: adding 

poppa to the research agenda‟, Addiction, 97 (9), 1109–1116. 
McMahon, T. J., Winkel, J.D., Luthar, S.S. & Rounsaville, B. J. (2005) „Looking for 

Poppa: Parenting Status of Men Versus Women Seeking Drug Abuse Treatment‟ The 
American Journal of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, 31 (1), 79-91. 

Murphy, S. & Rosenbaum, M. (1999) Pregnant Women on Drugs Combating 
Stereotypes & Stigma.  New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. 

* Neale, J. (2004) „Gender and Illicit Drug Use‟, British Journal of Social Work, 34 
(6): 851-870. 

Olszewski, D., Giraudon, I., Hedrich, D. & Montanari, L. (2009) Women’s Voices 
Experiences and perceptions of women who face drug-related problems in 
Europe. Lisbon: EMCDDA. 

Scourfield, J. (2001) „Constructing women in child protection work‟, Child and Family 
Social Work, 6: 77-87. 

* Scourfield, J. B. (2003) Gender and Child Protection, London: Palgrave MacMillan. 
Twomey, J.E. (2007) „Partners of Perinatal Substance Users: Forgotten, Failing,, or 

Fit to Father?‟, American Journal of Orthopsychiatry, 77 (4), 563-572. 
Woods, M. (2000) „Women, drug use & parenting in Dublin: the views of professional 

workers in the drug treatment & social work fields‟, in A. Springer & A. Uhl (eds), 
Illicit Drugs: Patterns of Use, Patterns of Response: Proceedings of 10th Annual 



ESSD Conference on Drug Use & Drug Policy in Europe. Innsbruck: 
STUDIENVerlag, 256-269. 

 
Family Dynamics & The Impact of Parental Parental  Alcohol and Drug Use 
 
* Bancroft, A., Wilson, S., Cunningham-Burley, S. Backett-Milburn, K. & Masters, H. 

(2004) Parental drug and alcohol misuse – Resilience and transition among 
young people, UK: Joseph Rowntree Foundation. 

Barker, J. C. & Hunt, G. (2004) „Representation of family: a review of the alcohol and 
drug literature‟, International Journal of Drug Policy, 15 (5-6), 347–356. 

* Barnard, M. (2006) Drug Addiction and Families, London: Jessica Kingsley. 
Barnard, M. & Barlow, J. (2003) “Discovering Parental Drug Dependence: Silence 

and Disclosure”, Children & Society, 17: 45-56. 
* Bennett, L. & Wolin, S. (1990) 'Family Culture & Alcoholism Transmission', in 

Collins, R., Leonard, K. & Searles, J. (eds.), Alcohol and the Family: Research 
and Clinical Perspectives,  London: Guilford Press. pp. 194-219. 

Fraser, C., McIntyre, A. & Manby, M. (2008) „Exploring the Impact of Parental 
Drug/Alcohol Problems on Children and Parents in a Midlands County in 
2005/2006‟, British Journal of Social Work Advance Access published March 17, 
2008, 1-21. 

Harbin, F. & Murphy, M. (eds.) (2006), Secret lives: growing with substance – 
Working with children and young people affected by familial substance use. 
Dorset: Russell House. 

Hogan, D. & Higgins, L. (2001), When Parents Use Drugs: key findings from the 
study of  children in care of drug-using parents. Dublin: Children‟s Research 
Centre, TCD. 

Kroll B. (2004) „Living with an elephant: Growing up with parental substance 
misuse‟, Child and Family Social Work, 9: 129 – 140. 

Kroll, B. (2007) „A family affair? Kinship care and parental substance misuse: some 
dilemmas explored‟, Child and Family Social Work, 12, 84-93. 

* Kroll, B. & Taylor, A. (2003) Parental Substance Misuse and Child Welfare, 
London: Jessica Kingsley Press. 

McKeganey, N., Barnard, M. & McIntosh, J. (2002) „Paying the Price for their 
Parents‟ Drug Use: The Impact of Parental Drug Use on Children‟, Drugs, 
Education, Prevention and Policy, 3: 233-246. 

Olszewski, D., Berkhart, G., & Bo, A. (2010) Children’s Voices Experiences and 
perceptions of European children on drug and alcohol issues. Lisbon: EMCDDA. 

Suchmann, N.E., McMahon, T.J., Zhang, H., Mayes, L. C., & Luthar, S. (2006) 
„Substance-abusing mothers and disruptions in child custody: An attachment 
perspective‟, Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment, 30, 197-204. 

* Tunnard, J. (2002) Parental drug misuse - a review of impact and intervention 
studies, http://www.rip.org.uk 

* Tunnard, J. (2002) Parental problem drinking and its impact on children, 
http://www.rip.org.uk 

* Velleman, R. & Orford, J. (1999) Risk and Resilience: adults who were the children 
of problem drinkers.  Amsterdam : Harwood Academic Publishers. 

Woods, M. (1994) 'Drug Using Parents & their Children: The Experience of a 
Voluntary/Non-Statutory Project', Irish Social Worker, 12: 10. 

 

 

http://www.rip.org.uk/
http://www.rip.org.uk/


Child Welfare, Social Work and Assessment 

* Adams, P. (1999), „Towards a family support approach with drug-using parents: 
the importance of social worker attitude & knowledge‟, Child Abuse Review, 8, 
15-28.  

Barlow, J. (2004) „The interface between substance misuse and child care social work 
services: Can workers cooperate?‟ in Phillips, R. (ed) (2004) Children exposed to 
parental substance misuse: Implications for family placement. London: BAAF, 132-
144. 

* Buchanan, J. & Young, L. (2002) “Child protection and social work views” in Klee, 
H., Jackson, M. & Lewis, S. Drug misuse and motherhood. London: Routledge 

* Buchanan, J.  & Corby, B. (2005) “Drug misuse and safeguarding children: a multi-
agency approach” in Carnwell, R. & Buchanan, J. (eds) Effective Practice in 
Health and Social Care A Partnership Approach, Maidenhead: Open University 
Press, pp.163 – 179.  

Buckley, H. (1998) „Filtering Out Fathers: The Gendered Nature of Social Work in Child 
Protection‟, Irish Social Worker, 16 (3), 7-11. 

Buckley, H. (2000) „Child protection: an unreflective practice‟, Social Work Education, 19 
(3), 253-263. 

Buckley, H. (2003) Child Protection Work: Beyond the rhetoric. London, Jessica 
Kingsley. 

Buckley, H., Horwath, J. & Whelan, S. (2006) Framework for the Assessment of 
Vulnerable Children and Their Families. Dublin: Children‟s Research Centre. 

Buckley, H., Whelan, S., Murphy, C. & Horwath, J. (2007) „Using an assessment 
framework: outcomes from a pilot study‟, Journal of Children’s Services, 2 (1), 37-47. 

Cleaver, H., Unell, I. & Aldgate, J (1999) Children’s Needs - Parenting Capacity: The 
impact of Parental Mental Illness, Problem Alcohol and Drug Use, And Domestic 
Violence on a Child’s Development. London: The Stationery Office. 

Dale, P. (2004) „ “Like a Fish in a Bowl‟: Parents‟ Perceptions of Child Protection 
Services‟, Child Abuse review, 13: 137-157. 

* Elliot, E. & Watson, A. (2000) “Responsible Carers, Problem Drug Takers or 
Both?”, in Harbin, Fiona and Murphy, Michael (eds) Substance misuse and child 
care: How to understand, assist and intervene when drugs affect parenting. UK: 
Russell House Publishing, 27–37. 

Forrester, D. (2000) “ Parental substance misuse and child protection in a British 
sample: a survey of children on the Child Protection Register in an Inner London 
District Office”, Child Abuse Review, 9: 235 – 246. 

Forrester, D. & Harwin, J. (2004) „Social work and parental substance misuse‟ in 
Phillips, R. (ed) (2004) Children exposed to parental substance misuse: 
Implications for family placement, London: BAAF, 115-131. 

Forrester, D. & Harwin, J. (2006) „Parental substance misuse and child care social 
work: findings from the first stage of a study of 100 families‟, Child and Family 
Social Work, 11, 325-335. 

Forrester, D., McCambridge, J., Waissbein, C., Emlyn-Jones, R. & Rollnick, S. 
(2007) „Child Risk and Parental Resistance: Can Motivational Interviewing 
Improve the Practice of Child and Family Social Workers in Working with Parental 
Alcohol Misuse?‟ British Journal of Social Work, Advance Access, 1-18. 

* Harbin, F. & Murphy, M. (eds.) (2000), Substance Misuse & Child Care: how to 
understand, assist & intervene when drugs affect parenting. Dorset: Russell 
House. 



Hayden, C. (2004), „Parental Substance Misuse and Child Care Social Work: 
research in a city social work department in England‟, Child Abuse Review,  13, 
18 – 30. 

Kroll, B. & Taylor, A. (2000) „Invisible children? Parental substance abuse and child 
protection: dilemmas for practice‟, Probation Journal, 47, 2, 91-100.  

Loughran, H., Hohman, M. & Finnegan, D. (2008) „Predictors of Role Legitimacy and 
Role Adequacy of Social Worker Working with Substance-Using Clients‟, British 
Journal of Social Work Advance Access published July 30, 2008, 1-18. 

Taylor, A. & Kroll, B. (2004) „Working with Parental Substance Misuse: Dilemmas for 
Practice‟, British Journal of Social Work, 34, 1115-1132. 

Wilson, S., Cunningham-Burley, S., Bancroft, A., Backett-Milburn, K. & Masters, H. 
(2007) „Young people, biographical narratives and the life grid: young people‟s 
accounts of parental substance use‟, Qualitative Research, 7, 135 – 151. 

Wilson, S., Cunningham-Burley, S., Bancroft, A., & Backett-Milburn, K. (2008) 
„Joined up‟ thinking? Unsupported „fast track‟ transitions in the context of 
parental substance use‟, Journal of  Youth Studies, 11, 3, 283-299. 

 

* particularly useful overviews of some of the major issues. 

 

Marguerite Woods 

June 2010 

 

School of Social Work & Social Policy 

Trinity College Dublin 

Contact: woodsma@tcd.ie 

Telephone: 01-8962878 

mailto:woodsma@tcd.ie

