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Angered and frustrated by the effects of cutbacks and employment controls on the services received by children, families and the elderly, social workers passed motions at their AGM last Friday calling for an immediate halt to these cutbacks and the re-establishment of services that have been withdrawn by the HSE. 

Social workers welcomed the government’s stated commitment to recognising in legislation gay and lesbian relationships and called on the government to introduce legislation without delay that provides for full equality for gay and lesbian relationships.

A redesigned website  www.iasw.ie and an information leaflet about social workers were also launched, following the publication in previous years of the IASW Code of Ethics and Code of Practice for Social Workers. 

Declan Coogan, Spokesperson for the IASW, noted that this year’s AGM took place in the context of the Health and Social Care Professionals Council and the statutory registration of many clinicians and practitioners, including social workers. “Social workers are anticipating and welcoming registration while facing complex ethical dilemmas in an environment of harsh cutbacks and employment controls”, he said, adding that social workers are well placed to make comprehensive and collaborative assessment of the needs of the many clients who avail of social work services but are more and more frustrated by a lack of the required supports and services indicated by their assessments. 
Further Information.
Declan Coogan, spokesperson for the Irish Association of Social Workers can be contacted at  dcoogan@gmail.com  for further information about the AGM.

End Cutbacks in Services, Full Equality for Gay and Lesbian Relationships, Launch of New website and Information Leaflet. 


The Irish Association of Social Workers AGM, Dublin


Friday, 18th April 2008.
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