Information for IASW eNewsletter  June 2011 

The Council of Irish Adoption Agencies is a forum which includes HSE adoption services and Pact, St Patrick’s Guild, Cúnamh, Clarecare, St Attracta’s Adoption Society, St Mura’s Adoption Society and Helping Hands Adoption Mediation Agency. All these adoption agencies are members of Council, but in general it is social work professional adoption practitioners that represent their adoption agency at Council.  Membership of Council is open to all accredited adoption agencies working in Ireland and HSE adoption services.

Council members meet a number of times each year to consider, address and advocate on the basis of best practice in all aspects of adoption. The Council aims to ensure that all its members operate to the highest professional standards.  To this end continuous professional development training is provided to all members. 
Council intends to re-highlight to the Adoption Authority the difficulties for voluntary adoption agencies in relation to the accreditation process and other concerns about issues in Intercountry adoption practices. A subgroup is working on preparing a submission in relation to the proposed legislation on information and tracing. Council are also involved in producing leaflets for adopted adults, birth families and adoptive families in relation to the process of information and tracing.  
Council provides CPD workshops to adoption practitioners, the workshops held in March and June are outlined below and they were of great interest to all who attended.  

Workshops at Council of Irish Adoption Agencies meeting  March 2011 Clodagh Donnelly, Origins Service Barnardos gave a presentation on a research project looking at the experience of people who search through their service for information about their families of origins. The research project sets out to show that people who grew up in the industrial schools benefit from tracing their family background, meeting relatives and learning about the circumstances which led to them being committed to the industrial school. It is a therapeutic process which helps individuals to come to terms with the past. Lack of information or access denied to information about personal history undermines this process.

Workshops at Council of Irish Adoption Agencies meeting June 2011 Presenter: Marie Cregan , Social worker and lecturer in Mental Health at UCC. Marie is a founder of Aurelia Trust, which provides  group homes and foster care support to children and families in Romania. Marie Cregan and Marian Connolly, (founder member of PNPIC) have conducted a small scale study into the level of contact between children adopted from Romania and their families of origin. The study also looked at how this contact is mediated and whether the rights of birth mothers are recognised within the process.  

Aurelia Trust are also in the process of creating a dedicated birth mother support service to support these mothers through the tracing process. Marie is currently doing a Phd with the focus on the adoption of children from long term foster care. 
Contact details for CIAA is : ciadoptionagencies@gmail.com

http://councilofirishadoptionagencies.com/
