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F Adult Safeguarding in Ireland, the story so far...

THE IRISH TIMES

Details of ‘Brandon’ report make for devastating reading

Summary confirms extent of abuse but full report paints a far more comprehensive picture
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Convicted sex offenders in nursing homes
being moved from one facility lo another

a Valerie Hanley @

Convicted sex offenders in nursing homes are being moved from one facility
to another after sexually assaulting residents without any alerts being raised
about the attacks, the Irish Mail on Sunday has learned.
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Expert appointed (o examine
safeguarding within HSE following
Emily case

HSE chief says he is not satisfied the health service yet fully understands

all of the issues in the specific facility or those arising in the wider care
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Doctor struck off after sexual assault

allegations at Naas General Hospital
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o o
o
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Number of sexual assaults
reported at mental health
centres jumps from12in 2022
to 42 last year

Concerns have also been raised about the number of people being physically
restrained at mental health facilities.
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0 LAST UPDATE | 25 Jun

CONCERNS HAVE BEEN raised about an increase in the number of reports of
alleged sexual assault at mental health centres in Ireland.

Aras Attracta: Six years on, internal inquiry
continues
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’f‘: Legislative and Policy Context
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Office of the Chief Social Worker
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Ifl’ Key Enablers for Safeguarding Reform Programme

DoH Legislative and Policy Framework on Adult Safeguarding and Protection of Liberty Safeguards

Estimates and
WTE

Regional Evidence base
Infrastructure and training
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F Reform Programme Enablers; One Step at

atime...

Independent Review
of Core Functions of
the National
Safeguarding Office
to inform Strategic
Priorities

Establishment of

HSE Oversight
Group for Adult
Safeguarding
chaired by REO

Commission
Research on Self
Neglect

Develop
Competency
Framework for
Designated Officers

Preparation of
Estimates process
for NSP 2026 to
support policy
implementation

Collaborate with
DoH to develop a
strategic framework
for adult
safeguarding
research

Develop learning
needs framework
and workforce
planning analysis to
support policy
implementation




lf‘: Mcllroy Report — Key Findings and
-~ Recommendations
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If: What is adult safeguarding?




lf‘: To safeguard or not to safeguard, that is
~ the question....




'~ Where does Primary Care fit into this

~  picture?

Primary Care & Soclal Inclusion Services: Ecolo alcat 838& ems Theory

(Bronfenbreaner,1979)
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Strategies,
Trusted Contacts

0 keep people well, from the promotion of health and
creening for disease to assessment, diagnosis, treatment
nd rehabilitation as well as personal social services. The
ervices provide first-level contact that is fully accessible by

and Choice

elf-referral and have a strong emphasis on working with Multiagency Regu laar SReV'eW
ommunities and individuals to improve their health and Coordinationand Circumstances

ocial wellbeing’. HSE Website cofiaboration ‘ Managing Evolve
Complex
Cases
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Social Workers in Primary Care offer ease of access to generalist social work Self neglect requires a specialist approach, which is why | believe it to be a fundamental mistake to
services as a preventative measure, aiming to avoid deterioration of people’s consider it ‘safeguarding’. ‘Safeguarding Adults’ became a term in the very early 2000s. It was short-
life circumstances and facilitating early interventions by required services and hand for the full terminology that was used in No Secrets, which was ‘Safeguarding Vulnerable Adults

agencies. The social worker acts as a resource to other members of the inter-

From Abuse’. This description required a person to be experiencing, or at least at significant risk of
disciplinary team and to service users through established networks with

experiencing abuse and, crucially, a person or organisation who perpetrates the abuse. This

local services, statutory and voluntary, appropriate to the needs of the service description was extremely in helpful in spelling out parameters of what is & importantly, what isn’t
user. Social Workers on Primary Care Teams aim to tackle health inequalities, ‘safeguarding adults’. Self-neglect, as either a symptom of a deteriorating physiological condition,
promote self determination, build capacity and work with people to deal with impacting on the mental health of the person, or a mental health condition in its own right, or as a

issues that may be causing them distress and/or limiting their well being. Our
social focus is our added value and added difference.
IASW The Role of the Primary Care Social Worker

series of factors leading from social factors, has always been with us, in the same way that other
medical or socially constructed factors constituting deprivation have. The person isn’t being abused
through their actions of ‘self neglect’ by either themselves, or another individual or an organisation.
It's much more complicated than that. Rob Mitchell, SW Bradford Council and Author




If: My final message

S is for

Relational safeguarding respects the person’s wishes, and the
presumption that they are able to make specific decisions about
what being safe means to them and how they want to be kept safe,
this is not an abdication of the social work role, if anything there is
a need for more active involvement where social workers are

supporting a person to |iye with risk and harm in their lives.
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