
A Note from COO, Caroline Strong

IASW Update

The IASW Special Interest Group Network and

Committees remain busy after a relatively quiet summer

period.

Notably, the Adult Safeguarding group represented the

IASW in the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Health in

July. This was an opportunity to ensure that Social

workers remain at the forefront of developing the

policies and actions relating to the safeguarding of

adults in the community, hospital or residential care

environments. The ASAP team put huge preparation into

the day and the IASW is very grateful for their time, reflection, evidence base and

professional wisdom on the matter. Particular thanks to Sarah Donnelly and Liam

Keogh who accompanied COO Caroline Strong on the day. You can see the full

Oireachtas Committee meeting here.

The Child and Family Special Interest Group were also busy following the very tragic

realisation that Daniel Arebose was missing presumed dead. His body was later found

and we await the results of his postmortem. The IASW represented Social Workers in a

press release (see here) and on national radio highlighting the dedication of Social

Workers in very complex cases, the concerns raised around resources and thresholds. 

The need for a more robust interagency approach to communication and the sharing of

information was also highlighted as well as the need for a full statutory review to

ensure we can learn from this case and cases like this to better close the gaps and

improve the responses of state services that are in touch with children.

The drivetime clip from the 4th September is available here.

IASW Engagement, representation and advocacy

The IASW maintains a strong engagement internationally on matters relating to Gaza

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/debates/debate/joint_committee_on_health/2025-07-09/
https://www.iasw.ie/Statement_Missing_Children
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radio1/clips/22542076/
https://takeyourseats.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873678376
https://www.iasw.ie/IASW_Member_GetAMember
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=4b2d3aad-6bcb-4d20-b15e-98ad9fe388a5


and the ongoing genocide.

Requests from members have been very clear that we need to raise this issue at the

International Federation of Social Workers delegates meeting in Oslo in October. A

motion has been submitted from the IASW supported by our Spanish and Slovenian

counterparts. Unfortunately Slovenia are not members of the IFSW but nonetheless

they support the motion.

It is likely we will also be joined by Greece in the motion compelling the Union of Israeli

Social Workers (UISW) to make a statement in relation to the ongoing atrocities and in

the absence of a statement we will seek their suspension from the IFSW and/or

escalating to expulsion. It is imperative that Social Workers uphold and maintain the

principles of human rights and social justice. The International Affairs committee and

indeed other members have been crucial in pulling this motion together. I will update on

the outcome in the next newsletter.

The IASW Social Workers in Disability have been tasked with reviewing the HSE’s

propose Autism Protocol. We remain committed to engaging with the HSE and other

professional bodies to ensure that the final protocol is fit for purpose and will ultimately

provide a better and more efficient service to families seeking an assessment for their

family member. This protocol relates to adult and children’s services.

The SWID group were invited to speak at the Oireachtas Joint committee on Disability

Matters on the morning of the 1 October. The invitation related to inclusive education

for people with disabilities. See below for links to our submission.

Please do have a look at the events page on the IASW website there are some great

events coming up soon including a webinar on the Barnahus project, a national Adult

Safeguarding day webinar and an Anti-Racism Advisory group webinar on building

supportive and resilient communities. There is also the 10th National Child protection

conference in person in Cork on Child Protection and Children’s Rights: The Future of

Social Work.

The SIG network are busy planning a series of online and in person events for 2026

and I look forward to seeing and meeting more of you at these in the coming months.

We always welcome suggestions for new and emerging themes so please do get in

touch! 

Representations & News 

IASW presentation to Oireachtas Joint Committee on Disability Matters 1 October

IASW, along with Irish Association of Speech & Language Therapists and Ms Anne
O’Rouke (Educational Psychology Services Ltd) presented to the Oireachtas Joint
Committee on Disability Matters with a presentation and discussed UNCRPD Article
24, identification and intervention in-school therapy, family and care giver support,
universal design, and assistive technology.



A copy of our submission is available for download here . The IASW presentation to
the Committee can be viewed here.

Right to left, Catherine Rafter, Disability SIG
member was in the gallery, Caroline Strong
& Aisling McGrory

Thank you to Caroline Strong (top), COO
and Aisling McGrory (bottom), Senior Social
Worker who represented the IASW at this
meeting.

1 Oct 2025 - Irish Examiner: 'Hundreds of children with disabilities' expelled from
schools due to complex behavioral needs
Hundreds of children with disabilities are expelled or suspended when schools cannot
cope with their behaviour or medical needs.
This is causing families financial and psychological difficulty as...
Read more here

Expert Advisory Group to inform the development of National Standards for Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Services, 30 Sept
This group will guide the development of the National Standards for CAMHS and give
input on the development of Codes of Practice (COP) which are related to the care and
treatment of children. Thank you to Sinead Gernon who will be representing.

CPD /Event Spotlight

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fazyu8p4ab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001vGk-uaJC-OFjnKpoiQt59PgBReqj41zLgyfKuP_8Ydk8jrUSMNRp3Ar_jXcJpsy0vH_-j2RIvjLZ0RfLwjOKc0ZdAXLXtl8-8WoxDsK2hLYiqFDAtELK1fR2m5BPDqo_O-wkKdLBw4xw52chPo70OHAdrax43zwzkA-LYsXppezgJGbbRs85Ug%3D%3D%26c%3DPnMMi4ygwvrjYB85z7Abuk0mWeX_d7Q-d-BRQuYH9pAqlYaSI5RNJw%3D%3D%26ch%3D_wo4zr8ssCDqq3l8o_cTdZfEElmS0itQNWcWjgUUYvpsyGm1h_5Teg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cadministrator%40iasw.ie%7C65c954d80aaf4698918f08de002eaab8%7C0f93e88f6fc94eff912460fc8768c98f%7C0%7C0%7C638948397587899663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cfGHHpw6sl%2BKECEK7tYD9enRW%2B7y1o6cMcd1AdZ%2B60I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/committees/34/disability-matters/
https://www.iasw.ie/IrishExaminer_children_with_disabilities'_expelled


You asked and we provided! Last year Intergenerational Trauma Course was offered
as a funded course for HSE workers only. So many of you reached out sharing that this
was a top 3 CPD need. We are now offering it for members-only.

To secure one of the remaining places, book here!

Six week course from Tuesday 28th October, 6 - 7.30pm
€100 refundable deposit
This interdisciplinary course is a unique mindfulness-based programme which focusses
on improving the self-care and practice of Health & Social Care Professionals. Funded
by the National HSCP Office, HSE.

To secure one of the remaining places, book here!

Special Interest Group Spot Light: Children &
Families

Calling all passionate social workers!

Are you committed to improving outcomes for children and families in Ireland?
Join the Children & Families Special Interest Group — a dynamic community
advocating for:

human rights-centred care
better placement options
therapeutic support

If you work with children or within the broad range of children’s services, policy,
training, or academia – then we’d love to have you on board!

We’re building a society where every child is valued, protected, and empowered to
thrive. Connect with peers, influence policy, and shape the future of social work
practice.

� ️ Bi monthly meetings | � Advocacy in action | � Supportive environment

� Interested? Email administrator@iasw.ie to get involved!

Save the Date

The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 17

https://www.iasw.ie/events/674-intergenerational-trauma-course
https://www.iasw.ie/events/666-mindfulness-based-health-and-social-care
mailto:administrator@iasw.ie


October ​

This year's theme focuses on ending social and
institutional maltreatment by ensuring respect and
effective support for families, with a clear goal: put the
furthest behind first and build institutions that...
Read more here

World Menopause Day 18 October​

The purpose of the day is to raise awareness of the
menopause and the support options available for
improving health and...

Read more here

National Adult Safeguarding Day 7 November​

The theme this year is on rights and strengthening
understanding and implementation of Assisted
Decision-Making in services and communities.
The event is an annual initiative of Safeguarding...
Read more here

Restorative Justice Week 16-22 November ​

The theme is Restorative justice as a human right.
We are preparing the campaign for this year’s
international Restorative Justice Week....​

​Read more here

International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against Women 25 November

Every 10 minutes, partners and family members killed a woman or a girl intentionally in
2023. The crisis of gender-based violence is...
read more here

International Day of Persons with Disabilities 3
December

The theme for this year is "Amplifying the
leadership of persons with disabilities for an
inclusive and sustainable future", which recognises
the important role that persons with disabilities play
in creating a more...
Read more here

https://www.un.org/en/observances/day-for-eradicating-poverty
https://www.imsociety.org/education/world-menopause-day-2025/
https://safeguardingireland.org/adult-safeguarding-day/
https://www.euforumrj.org/RJWeek
https://www.euforumrj.org/RJWeek
https://www.unwomen.org/en/get-involved/16-days-of-activism
https://nda.ie/news/un-international-day-of-persons-with-disabilities


In conversation with Kate Pickett and Richard
Wilkinson

The authors of the Spirit Level will be at The New Theatre in Dublin’s Temple
Bar on 16 Oct @7PM. You can register at this Link

HSEland.ie
eLearning

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftakeyourseats.ticketsolve.com%2Fshows%2F873678376%2Fevents&data=05%7C02%7Cadministrator%40iasw.ie%7Cfac9adb7e7a1415b4a3e08de00eaad3c%7C0f93e88f6fc94eff912460fc8768c98f%7C0%7C0%7C638949205120479879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QKShLki8u%2FcNaJUKnbnW5wiXFgd3Cn2XRnABboa%2F8mQ%3D&reserved=0


Stay up-to-date eLearning via HSEland.ie. Here you can find essential guidance and
training to support your role. Whether you're a new staff member or looking to refresh
your knowledge, the eLearning is designed to be clear, accessible, and practical.

Simply log in or register with hseland.ie, navigate to the "Hubs & Resources" section,
and select the relevant course to get started. It is free and open to anyone.
Register or login here!

Refer a Member - Be in with a chance to Win a €100
voucher

For every member you recruit, the IASW will enter you

into our monthly prize draw to win a €100 Gift Voucher

of your choice!

Member Testimonial:

"As a new starter into the profession of just one year,
the IASW has been pivotal for me in terms of
networking, keeping motivated in the profession with
ongoing CPD training and being kept informed on such
training. The role I am currently in was brought to my
attention through the IASW. As a whole, being a member of the IASW has been

https://www.hseland.ie/dash/Dashboard
https://www.iasw.ie/IASW_Member_GetAMember


paramount in shaping my outlook and networking with other members."
- Amy O'Hara

Refer a Member

 
Gift a Student with IASW Student

Membership

Calling all Practice Teachers! Consider gifting your

students with an IASW student membership to our

community, empowering them with networking

opportunities, invaluable resources, and a supportive

network. Together, let's inspire and equip our future

professionals. Thank you for your generosity.

Gift Membership
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