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& Adult safeguarding is increasingly
attracting policy and practice
interest internationally (Sethi et al.,
2011).

& The investigation of, and
interventions on, the alleged abuse
of vulnerable adults has become an
important feature of social work
and other professional practice in

BaCkg round Ireland (Donnelly and O’Loughlin,
2015).

& This implies important
organisational challenges in
ensuring that adult safeguarding
responsibilities are delivered in
ways that ensure positive outcomes
for all stakeholders (Graham et al.,
2016).
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Methodological Approach to
Literature Review

@ A rapid realist review (RRR) methodological approach was employed

to review the national and international literature in this field (Windle
et al.2014).

& In the systematic review, the basic evaluative question is: ‘what
works?’, whereas in realist reviews, the question changes to: ‘what is
it about this programme that works, for whom, and in what
circumstances?’ (Pawson, 2005:22).
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RRR International Adult
Safeguarding Experts

Dr Lorna Montgomery, Lecturer in Social Work, Queens University Belfast

Kevin Myles, Department of Health, Safeguarding Unit, Northern Ireland
Lisa Trueman, Department of Health Safeguarding Unit, Northern Ireland

Kathyrn Mackay, Lecturer in Social Work, University of Stirling, Scotland
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Dr Fiona Sherwood-Johnston, Lecturer in Social Work, University of
Stirling, Scotland

& Professor Marie Beaulieu, School of Social Work, University of Sherbrooke,
Canada

& Dr John Chesterman, Director of Strategy, Office of the Public Advocate,
Victoria, Australia



Research Questions

What are the contrasting definitions of adult
safeguarding?

What legislation has been introduced in the countries
concerned and what learning has been gained from
Serious Case Reviews carried out in that jurisdiction?

What are the different organisational models of adult
safeguarding?

What is the evidence for the efficacy of models of adult
safeguarding in terms of outcome for clients and other
stakeholders?

What implications do these findings have for policy and
practice in Ireland?

Northern
Ireland

England Scotland

Australia Canada




What are the contrasting
definitions of adult safeguarding?

& Shift in terminology from ‘Elder Abuse’ to
‘Adult Safeguarding’.

¢ ‘Vulnerable Adults’ vs ‘Adult at risk of
harm’

¢ Australia- the term elder abuse is
frequently used

& Scotland- focus is on harm and the
protection of all adults perceived as being at
risk.

& Canada-the remit of the organisation or
agency will determine whether the focus is
on ‘elder abuse’, or ‘abuse of vulnerable
adults’ (James, 2015).

¢ England and Northern Ireland -use the
term ‘safeguarding’ with a clear focus on
‘adults at risk”.



Defining Abuse

& Concept of abuse and associated language
such as ‘vulnerable’ can stigmatise and
disempower and lead to paternalistic
interventions.

& Scotland concluded that the alternative
concept of ‘harm’ avoided moralizing and
stigmatizing effects, and could be applied
more broadly.

¢ Harm is understood in the widest possible
way, in that “no category of harm is
excluded simply because it is not explicitly
listed” (Scottish Government, 2014a, p.15).

& Abuse often involves the violation of human
rights. This is particularly evident in
countries which use a human rights- based
approach to underpin policy and legislation
in relation to safeguarding.

¢ In a number of jurisdictions, the alternative
concept of exploitation is emerging as a
theme that links the different types of abuse
commonly referenced (DOH UK , 2017).



Safeguarding -Macro Level

& A range of mechanisms including
legislation and policy are used to
promote overall safeguarding of
adults, including challenging societal
attitudes and social inequalities.

Safeguarding-Micro Level

Safeg Ud rd I N g ¢ Policies, procedures and

interventions ranging from minimum
VS Ad U It interventions such as the provision
- of home care support to compulsory
PrOteC'U on measures such as the detention of
individual in hospital without consent
under mental health legislation
(Stewart, 2016).

& Protection tends to focus on the
needs of individuals who are
experiencing harm and/or abuse or
at risk.

& Achieved through the development
of frameworks for intervention, often
underpinned by a statutory
mechanism to enable the provision
of support.



Complexity of
Vulnerability

¢ Canadian Vanfguard Project:
isolation, lack of education,
poverty, lack of information,
addiction, homelessness,
disability or mental health
iliness, which do not remain
static, but change with the
person and their social
circumstances.

& Definitions used in Scotland
England, and Northern Ireland
recognise that vulnerability is
not inherent, but it is the
coming together of different
factors that creates the context
for abuse to occur.

® Wider definitions are based on
thresholds, the meeting of
certain criteria, which are open
to interpretation as to when an
individual becomes ‘in need of
protection’, hence the
|_mdportance of professional
judgement.




