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Social Workers Adult Mental Health (SWAMH):  Key Issue – Gender-based Violence
1. Supports needed for health professionals to Implement Routine Screening
2. A Multidisciplinary Understanding of Coercive Control
3. Increased Service Collaboration

Supports needed for health professionals to Implement Routine Screening
[bookmark: _GoBack]The introduction of routine enquiry in health and social care settings in Ireland has been recommended in the first and second strategy for Domestic, Sexual and Gender-based Violence 2016-2021(DOJELR, 2010). This requires a whole system approach. Without the proper training and education, the effectiveness of screening is limited as professionals may not feel equipped to respond to domestic violence issues within mental health services

A Multidisciplinary Understanding of Coercive Control
Domestic violence is widely recognised to be of social origin and a lack of attention to the social determinants of health within the medical model has marginalised awareness of domestic violence issues in practice (Schorstein, 1997).  Narrow approaches to domestic violence which focus on the presence of physical violence exclusively have been shown to impact on assessment across health and social care settings (Irwin and Waugh, 2007; Cohen et al. 2008).  Professionals require training in ‘coercive control’ in line with upcoming legislative changes to enable a broader recognition of domestic violence issues in practice.

Increased Service Collaboration
Comprehensive responses to individuals experiencing domestic violence requires good interagency collaboration and a common understanding among services. Due to the complex nature of the problem, women experiencing domestic violence often require the support of multiple agencies. For example, statistics indicate a substantial proportion of women present as homeless as a result of domestic violence experience (O'Connor & Wilson, 2004).  In addition, women from minority and ethnic backgrounds face additional barriers to accessing support services.  With core training in the social model of care, social workers in mental health can play a key role in coordinating holistic responses to interagency service responses to domestic violence and coercive control.

